
NIELS BORCH JENSEN  
Gallery  Lindenstrasse 34,2 - 10969 Berlin, DE - T+ 49 30 61 50 74 48 

Editions Prags Boulevard 49 E 11,2 - 2300 Copenhagen, DK - T+45 32 95 09 36 
gallery@nielsborchjensen.com - www.nielsborchjensen.com 

  

Stanley Whitney  

Opening: 28 April 2017, 6 – 9 pm 

Exhibition: 29 April – 29 July 2017 

 
 
For his f irst collaboration with BORCH Editions, Stanley Whitney created large-scale 
coloured monotypes alongside a series of eight black-and-white etchings. The Berl in solo 
presentation of the works wil l  coincide with the artist’s participation in documenta 14 .  
 
In his monotypes, Stanley Whitney organizes the plate by means of horizontal and vertical lines, using the 
colour fields in between to reflect on the qualities of the single colours as well as their relation to each 
other. Monotypes are unique works, created on a featureless plate. In contrast to other printing techniques, 
the artist does not leave permanent marks on the plate but simply paints on its surface. The plate thus 
serves as a mere vehicle to transfer the artist’s painting onto paper. The resulting image cannot be 
repeated exactly, but the residue left on the plate may be used to create so-called ‘ghosts’, which give the 
artist the possibility of testing many variations of an image. 
 
In his series of eight black-and-white etchings, Whitney abandons his signature grid in favour of a more 
investigative approach, skilfully exploring the possibilities of different etching techniques, often layering 
one over the other, creating works of remarkable spatial depth. 
 
Stanley Whitney’s work is a vibrant statement for the significance of abstraction in contemporary art. He is 
best known for his works on canvas, grids of variously sized and proportioned blocks in different colours, 
separated by horizontal and vertical bands. While his style might evoke associations of 20th century 
minimalism, his deliberate rejection of geometric accuracy and his energetic, joyful brushstroke provide for 
a highly unique style.  
 
Music, especially Jazz, has always been a source of inspiration for Whitney. And just like the combination of 
single notes into chords creates harmony or dissonance, the artist combines colours to create emotional 
effects.  
 
Stanley Whitney, born in Philadelphia in 1948, lives and works in New York City and Parma, Italy. The solo 
exhibition FOCUS: Stanley Whitney is currently on display at the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, 
Texas.  His most recent solo exhibitions include Galerie Nordenhake (Stockholm 2016); Lisson Gallery 
(London 2016), and the Studio Museum in Harlem (New York 2015). In 2003 he participated in the 50th 
Venice Biennale. He was awarded the Robert De Niro Sr. Prize in Painting (2011) and the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters Art Award (2010). His works are included in collections such as the Whitney 
Museum of American Art, the Studio Museum in Harlem (both New York), the Philadelphia Museum of Art, 
and the Yale University Art Gallery. Stanley Whitney has been working with Niels Borch Jensen Editions 
since 2016. 
 


